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SUMMARY
Bill Pardy. Community Transformation: Preparing the Foundations.

Community transformation has been an ongoing process since humans began forming into groupings for support, security and comfort. Throughout history these transformations have often been exacerbated in times of dramatic change. Processes to facilitate response and adaptation to these changes have been a part of societal development. Today the world, it can be argued, is going through an extraordinary transformation.

There are movements developing most everywhere to create processes to facilitate adjustment to these changes and attempts to lessen the impact on people and the societies. What appears evident is that most societies are moving from highly structured socio-economic systems to something much more fluid. This might be just a transformational stage in itself.
These responses are being delineated, defined and explained in different ways, in many languages with different terminologies and with many societal biases. This more than anything is creating a crisis of complexity which deflects people from the true nature of the activity required, that of creating a process to facilitate the transformational change required for people to cope and progress. Often people are engaged in a myriad of activities unrelated to the real requirements of their communities and its transformation.  It might be argued that community is becoming lost in the quagmire of complexity created around the language, terminologies and quest by some for dominance of one theory over another.

Yuliya Raschupkina, Volodymyr Scherbachenko. Community Economic Development and Administrative and Territorial Reform: Challenges, Needs, Fears and Visions of the Future (in the Context of Luhansk Oblast)

What factors ensure prompt and needs-driven community economic development? Obviously, there are a number. The administrative-territorial division is one of significant factors at play here.  Unfortunately, the existing administrative-territorial order of our country raises a number of disputes among experts as to implementation of efficient social and economic transformations   because it upsets the balance in the financial area and fails to provide Ukraine’s citizens with administrative services effectively. The existing administrative division disregards principles of economic feasibility, thus giving rise to significant social-economic and territorial disproportions. Disproportions in economic and social development of territories available at this moment exceed those typical of Europe’s poorest countries two or even three times.  This disproportion is more significant for lesser territories. The modern age is characterized by high rates of urbanization. 
Vasyl Polujko. Community-Based Enterprises

While working with communities one is often faced with the question what kind of enterprises can be called community-based enterprises. The definition offered by Community Business Scotland may be taken as a foundation: “A community-based enterprise is an organization owned or controlled by the local community and conducting production or commercial activities.” 
The following criteria taken from the materials of The Plunkett Foundation Oxford can be used to identify such enterprises in Ukraine: a community-based enterprise is a business enterprise driven by profit; the enterprise creates sustainable jobs for local people; the profit is channeled both for business operations and provision of facilities in the community; the enterprise's assets cannot be used by the enterprise's management; membership in a community-based enterprise must be open for all people residing in the specified area covered by benefits from its activities; the enterprise is transparent and accountable to the community.
Oleksandr Voloshynskyi. Issues Facing the Disadvantaged are the Issues of the Entire Society. 
How developed a society is can be determined not only by data regarding people’s welfare, economic development, political stability, but also by how the society and the government treats people with special needs, the disadvantaged, homeless minors, and low-income families. Since a community includes different people with different capabilities and needs, all aspects have to be taken into consideration. Community economic development is, above all, the community’s joint effort aimed at improving its economic and social living conditions in which representatives of different communities, including the disabled, find themselves. The article examines the issues facing the disabled in modern Ukrainian society, including from the perspective of community economic development. 

Olena Melnychenko, Olha Fedorenko. Community-Based Financial Institutions: Canadian Experience. 
In their article the authors examine peculiar features of how cooperatives develop and what role they play in community economic development. Cooperative ownership has become deeply rooted in the economy of developed countries, including Canada. It is continually developing. Cooperative ownership has a historical advantage as it overcomes a discrepancy between the interests of hired people and those of owners, be they the government or  individual owners.

Cooperatives have become widespread throughout agriculture and commerce. They also operate in construction, fishing, insurance, banking and other sectors of economy. During their study trips to Canada, lecturers involved in the Community Economic Development Project studied operations of several successful cooperatives, including the operations of a financial cooperative Desjardins, and became convinced that such institutions operate effectively.

Nataliya Ilchenko, Ruslan Zhylenko. Corporations for Community Economic Development: Canadian Experience. 
The authors analyze the position corporations for community economic development have and the role they play, study how typical their activities are in Canada, and determine whether they are practical in Ukraine.  

At the same time, these support entities need assistance both at the stage of their development and at other stages of their operation. It is here that as we believe lies the role of governmental authorities and local self-governance agencies. Community and economic development corporations (CEDC) are a classic example of such support entities in Montreal (Canada). These are institutionalized semi-governmental organizations ensuring implementation of a number of governmental programs by adapting them to the specific needs and situation at the local level. CEDC are produced by the strategy of renewing city neighborhoods that faced poverty, job losses and other social issues brought about by industrial decline. There are 13 community and economic development corporations in Quebec that share a common mission and objectives. The organizations’ mission is to support and ensure economic and social development of a neighborhood by involving all interested parties (private businesses, communities, trade unions, institutions, local population) through application of adequate tools. These CEDC have been among the leaders of community economic development over the past 12 years as they have been providing support by involving all interested parties (private businesses, communities, trade unions, institutions, local population) via appropriate tools intended for community and partnership development. They have been participating in the economic development of the neighborhood by supporting such projects as housing cooperatives, establishing the association of merchants and entrepreneurs, and organizing round tables and participating in city planning. They have been actively involved in community development activities, delivering workshops on project management and intercultural communication. 

The CEDC were established to meet needs characteristic of a community in a specific neighborhood. Importantly, through their proximity and accessibility to the neighborhood population the CEDC can meet needs better than any other organization of this kind. Moreover, the CEDC are a type of a resource for community-based organizations, social enterprises, small and medium businesses of the neighborhood. That these organizations are accessible to every inhabitant of the neighborhood is their major advantage. 

Bohdan Bondarenko. Is Creation of Condominiums Beneficial for City Communities in Ukraine?

The idea of creating condominiums based on apartment houses has been popularized throughout Ukraine as an alternative to the existing system of the housing and utilities infrastructure for several years now. Local budgets in some oblasts allocate funds to support newly created condominiums, which are popularized through educational and promotional campaigns. However, still many questions arise, including to what extent such associations meet the needs of town communities and whether they can resolve the situation in municipal housing economy. 
A condominium is a legal entity, a nonprofit organization established by apartment owners to improve utilization and management of their properties. Condominium membership is open to any owner (co-owner) of a residential or nonresidential facility in an apartment house. 

The main tasks of condominiums include improving maintenance of dwelling houses and the surrounding area, securing quality utilities for condominium members, cost-effectively using residents’ payments, and managing joint property. 

Vasyl Shchekun. Regarding the Efficacy of the CED Project as a Pilot Program in Ukraine. 
In his article the author analyzes progress made by Ukrainian CED Project partner communities over the recent years by reviewing experience gained within the project by territorial communities of certain villages and towns in Cherkasy, Lviv, and Zakarpattia Oblasts. Most of these communities (except four communities in Stryj Rayon that became involved in the project significantly later) took key measures necessary to achieve aims set out by the project. Thus, both village and town communities have set up their own core groups (organized community core), conducted basic surveys of their territories, undertaken small socially oriented projects to involve the community more actively in cooperation of a particular kind (the Small Miracle projects), drawn up operational plans for every community and started implementing them. Another group of partner entities includes regional and local community-based organizations lending certain organizational and technical support. Some CBOs serve as umbrella organizations mediating in the some aspects of project management (except for operations of regional coordinators), especially in technical support of all scheduled activities within communities. CBOs that are physically closer to the  territorial communities actually involved in the project have formed the basis for support provided by more experienced volunteers, their own technical resources, the location of operational communications, etc.

Economic development in every community is a process of improving the environment for physical and spiritual development of every community member, be it an infant, youth, adult  or a retiree. The  CED Project is the first attempt at utilizing other countries’ experience in the Ukrainian context. Eleven local communities (seven village-based, three town-based, and one based on a community organization) are involved in this experiment, with several community-based umbrella organizations and two universities effectively serving as mediators prepared to share the experience they have gained with other interested communities including those in oblasts throughout entire Ukraine other that the three where the project is under way.
Halyna Lutsyshyn. The Idea of Community Economic Development Should Be Understood and Accepted by Entire Society. 
The article deals with the round table, held in March 2007 in Lviv Oblast,  summarizing the study trip of Ukrainian top governmental officials to Canada (British Columbia and Nova Scotia) within the Community Economic Development Project.

The main aim of the round table was to analyze the outcomes of the study trip, determine how Canadian community economic development experiences can be applied in the Ukrainian context, and to design Ukraine-specific CED models. The round table was attended by community leaders (village heads, representatives of the executive power, directors of higher educational institutions, community-based organizations and business entities) who examined the experience gained in Canada, including how universities and local authorities encourage and support initiatives of local communities. Though there were controversial opinions as to the mechanics of community economic development in Ukraine, all participants unanimously upheld the idea that community economic development should be popularized and implemented in Ukraine more actively, and that, based on other countries’ experience, a Ukraine-specific community economic development system should be designed.  Ideas regarding the outcomes of the study trip were voiced by Ivan Pohoriliak, Town Head of Perechyn (Zakarpattia Oblast); Anatoliy Holovatyi, Deputy Head of Cherkasy Rayon State Administration (Cherkasy Oblast); Volodymyr Khomiakov, Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Management, Cherkasy State Technology University; Mykola Palinchak, Dean of the Faculty of International Relations, Uzhgorod National University (Zakarpattia Oblast); Oleksandr Shamray, Town Head of Kamyanka (Cherkasy Oblast); and Hanna Bielokolos, Deputy Head of the Department for International Technical Assistance of the US and Canada within Ukraine’s Ministry of Economy (Kyiv). 

Eleonora Obidina, Mariya Yevtushennko. Study Trips by Community Leaders to Canada. 
In their article the authors analyze outcomes of the trip undertaken by leaders from the Community Economic Development Project partner communities located in Cherkasy, Lviv, and Zakarpattia Oblasts to British Columbia, Canada (Vancouver, Victoria, Abbotsford and other locations).

The aim of the study trip was to examine successful stories of community economic development in Canada by visiting community-based organizations, credit unions, youth organizations, social enterprises and community-based enterprises.

During the three weeks of the visit, the participants were able to get to know Canada, meet interesting people, and, above all,  gather empirical experience of how Canadian community organizations operate, study the principles of their operation and learn ways of solving problems. 

The analysis of what they have heard and seen commands a conclusion that all these entities see problems from three perspectives - environmental, social and economic - which are dealt with in the article in more detail. All these aspects are certainly interconnected. This factor is important for effective operations in the CED area. The study trip participants have come to the conclusion that most CED examples can be practically applied in Ukraine. They also conclude that we need to ensure proper governance of community-based organizations in Ukraine, involve volunteers more actively and popularize their services, and establish close cooperation with local self-governance agencies. 
The trip to Canada made its participants give more thought to cultural values, change their attitude to a number of life principles, reassess key elements of their activities in the CED area and gain an insight into how this process is practically implemented.
Iryna Almashi, Myroslav Almashi. Study Program by Ukrainian Lecturers to Canada in Summer 2006
This article covers the outcomes of the study program by lecturers from Uzhgorod National University and Cherkasy State Technology University to Concordia University in Montreal, Canada. The authors analyze basic courses delivered to Ukrainian representatives, describe organizations they have visited, and examine how the experience gained there can be practically applied in the Ukrainian context. 

